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Ms. Ekaterina Zaharieva   
European Commissioner for Start-Ups, Research and Innovation 

European Commission   
Rue de la Loi 200   

1049 Brussels, Belgium   

 

Brussels, 15.05.2025 

Subject: Invitation for US Scholars in Cleantech and Circular Economy to Join the European 

Research Landscape 

Dear Commissioner Zaharieva, 
 
I am reaching out to invite the European Commission to take immediate action in attracting 
leading scholars working in cleantech and circular economy to Europe’s research landscape.  
 
In recent months, significant research programs and educational initiatives dedicated to 

green technologies in the United States of America have suffered setbacks due to shifting 
political priorities, with global repercussions. Several crucial institutions and funding 
programs supporting sustainability, circular economy, and clean energy research have been 
diminished or are about to be entirely shut down, leading to an exodus of expertise and talent 
in this field. In addition, the environment created by the combination of the energy and 
climate policy shifts, and the trade disruption generated by the tariffs, will inevitably reflect 
on the investments in cleantech R&D&I. 
 

As Europe strives towards its ambitious 2050 net-zero targets and seeks to enhance 
sustainable and resilient innovation, we see a unique opportunity for the European Research 
Council (ERC) and other EU research frameworks to step in as a beacon for scholar s and 
researchers who have been discouraged from pursuing their careers across the Atlantic. By 
actively inviting and integrating displaced academic potential into European programs, we 
can accelerate scientific advancements contributing to our global competitiveness and 
resilience while reinforcing Europe's leadership in cleantech and circular economy. 
 
We kindly ask the Commission to develop, together with Member States, an immediate action 

plan that provides a structured and fast-tracked pathway for these scholars, primarily from 
the US, to relocate to Europe and contribute to vital research initiatives aligned with the 

objectives presented in the Clean Industrial Deal. This plan should consider the following 
elements: 

 
1. A dedicated research mobility scheme under the ERC or Horizon Europe that facilitates 

visa, funding, and institutional support for scholars specializing in cleantech and circular 
economy. 
2. Simplified grant and partnership processes that allow these researchers to integrate into 
existing European research projects without undue bureaucratic barriers. 
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3. Collaboration incentives for EU institutions, encouraging them to actively recruit these 
scholars and incorporate their expertise into cutting-edge sustainability research. 
4. Strategic partnerships with global institutions, enabling long-term collaboration and 
knowledge exchange despite recent policy shifts and geopolitical turbulences. 
 
We are encouraged by the clear support expressed by the President of the European 
Commission for reinforcing Europe's position as a global hub for talent, research, and 
sustainable innovation as described in the "Choose Europe" initiative. These endorsements 
underscore the momentum for action and the strategic value of welcoming international 
expertise into our cleantech ecosystem. 
 
This initiative would not only strengthen Europe’s research ecosystem but also send a strong 
message about our continent’s commitment to fostering excellence and global cooperation 
in tackling climate challenges. The inclusion of world-class talent, especially from the US, 
would enhance innovation, development of startups, support the EU’s climate neutrality 

goals, and contribute to the overarching mission of a resilient, sustainable, and 
technologically advanced Europe. 

 
We appreciate your leadership in advancing European research excellence and look forward 

to your response on this pertinent issue. We remain available to discuss potential steps in 
greater detail and to support the implementation of such an initiative. 

 
Sincerely,   
Jorgo Chatzimarkakis   
CEO Hydrogen Europe & Chair of ENZA 


