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From your perspective, what are the key challenges
that SMEs face in the hydrogen sector?

Contrary to large players, who can finance investments on their
balance-sheet, SMEs depend on third parties for their project
financing.

This means they need long term revenue certainty to convince
potential investors or creditors.

Yet, bankable, long-term offtake agreements (10+ years) are still rare
in the hydrogen space and especially in the aviation sector where
airlines fear first-mover disadvantages in a thin-margin business.

This also means that it is harder for SMEs to access certain support
instruments such as InvestEU.

The double-sided auction mechanism, as is currently pursued by the
eSAF Early Movers Coalition, is therefore critical to wunlock
investments in a sector where start-ups are taking a leading role in
project development.



How has your collaboration with Hydrogen Europe
supported or enhanced your work?

Hydrogen Europe is an important avenue for us to push for the right
enabling framework for eSAF production in Europe.

In that regard, Hydrogen Europe has played a critical role in
establishing and supporting the eSAF First Movers Alliance, which is
now putting serious money on the table to catalyse the eSAF market.

It also helps us keep track of many policy files at once and to deepen
our understanding of regulatory aspects that affect the business.

If you could make one wish, what would it be for
the hydrogen sector over the next year?

If Europe is serious about retaining its industrial leadership in the
synthetic fuel space and scale eSAF production at home to
strengthen energy resilience, it needs to put its money.

The next Multi-annual Financial Framework needs to reflect this
strategic priority and facilitate investment in domestic eSAF
production capacity.

Initial public support is indispensable to unlock billions in private
capital and catalyse a self-sustaining e-SAF market.




Are you an SME or start-up in the
hydrogen and energy transition
sector?

Eager to connect with other start-ups
and SMESs?

5& Network with like-minded innovators

% Gain insight from proven success
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Eﬁ Learn about public funding
opportunities
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